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foundations of a United Germany. The thinkers and
dreamers of Germany, stung at last into a sense of political
reality, awoke from their dreams of cosmopolitanism and
devoted their powers to the needs of the German nation.
The years between 1806 and 1813, between the disastrous
battle of Jena and the over whelming victory of Leipzig,
are the greatest years in German history. Shaking off
the torpor and the prejudices of centuries the German
nation arose and vanquished its oppressors.
But with the twilight of that glorious day the bats
returned. The defeat of Napoleon was not only the defeat
of French domination but the defeat of the French Revolu-
tion, and of the principles of Democracy and Nationality
which inspired it. The unity of spirit which the Germans
had achieved on the battlefield they were unable to trans-
form after the victory into a unity of government 01
institutions. The Congress of Vienna, which redrew the
map of Europe after the Revolutionary wars, did so, not
in accordance with the principle of nationality or the
wishes of the peoples of Europe but according to what was
called " legitimacy," that is to say, the interests of the
princes. There was only one idealist at the Conference,
the Russian Emperor Alexander, and he was put off with
empty phrases.
For Germany the result of the Conference was the re-
establishment, in smaller numbers and with larger units of
territory, of the old undemocratic principalities, and of a
Confederation embodying their dynastic interests. Several
of the larger States, such as Bavaria, Wurtemberg, Saxony,
and Hanover, which Napoleon had raised to the status of
kingdoms, were confirmed in their new dignities, and the
kingdom of Prussia, the largest of them all, acquired, out
of the debris of the old Archbishopric of Cologne and other